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it. His Matter caprice can dishonor as she has ennobled it;
but the chaste Form is withdrawn from her mutations. The
Roman of the first century had long bent the knee before
his Csesars, when the statues of Borne were still standing
erect; the temples continued holy to the eye, when their gods
had long been a laughing-stock; and the abominations of a
Nero and a Commodus were silently rebuked by the style of
the edifice which lent them its concealment. Man has lost
his dignity, but Art has saved it, and preserved it for him in
expressive marbles. Truth still lives in fiction, and from the
copy the original will be restored.

"But liow is the Artist to guard himself from the cor-
ruptions of his time, which on every side assail him ? By
despising its decisions. Let him look upwards to his dignity
and his mission, not downwards to his happiness and his
wants. IFree alike from the vain activity, that longs to im-
press its traces on the fleeting instant; and from the discon-
tented spirit of enthusiasm, that measures by the scale of
perfection the meagre product of reality, let him leave to
common sense, which is here at home, the province of the
actual; while he strives from the union of the possible with
the necessary to bring out the ideal. This let him imprint
and express in fiction and truth, imprint it in the sport of his
imagination and the earnest of his actions, imprint it in all
sensible and spiritual forms, and cast it silently into ever-
lasting Time." l

Nor were these sentiments, be it remembered, the mere
boasting manifesto of a hot-brained inexperienced youth, enter-
ing on literature with feelings of heroic ardor, -which its
difficulties and temptations would soon deaden or pervert:
they are the calm principles of a man, expressed with honest
manfulness, at a period when the world could compare them
with a long course of conduct. In this just and lofty spirit,
Schiller undertook the business of literature; in the same
spirit he pursued it with unflinching energy all the days of
his life. The common, and some uncommon, difficulties of a
fluctuating and dependent existence could not quench or abate
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